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Locked, Dry and Safe

Evaluating Pesticide Security and Storage Safety
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Audience: Private Applicators
Category: Core
Duration: 30 minutesto 1 hour

TeachingAids/M aterials:

« Slides on pesticide security
and storage safety

 Discussion Sheet

» Checklist for Pesticide Storage
and Security

Sides available on the Pesticide

Education Program website at:

http://pested.osu.edu on the

agent information page

Handouts:

 Discussion Sheet

» Checklist for Pesticide Storage
and Security

Take Home References:
* Farm*A* Syst Pesticide
Storage Worksheet

Other Resour ces:

» Ohio State University Extension
Factsheet AEX-522
On-Farm Agrichemical Mixing/
Loading Pad available at:
http://ohioline.osu.edu/
aex-fact/0522.html

» Kansas State University Fact
Sheet
Pesticide Storage Facility
http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/
library/AGENG2/AF169.PDF

 University of Delaware
Interactive lesson: “How safeis
your pesticide storage facility?’
at http://www.udel .edu/
pesticide/al.htm
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Topic:

Evauation of methods to improve pesticide security on the farm. Focus on
sample steps farmers can implement to create more security for their opera-
tion. Also explore the importance of safe pesticide storage on the farm.
Review components of safe Storage.

L earning Obj ectives:

» Evauate storage systems based on security and safety risks

* Ligt stepsto improve security for on-farm pesticide storage

» Define parameters for safe pesticide storage

» Recognize the farmer’ srole in SARA Title I11/Community Right to Know

Background:

After the events of September 11, 2001,
pesticide and chemical security became a
nationd priority. Crop dusters, agricul-
ture dealers and farmers were asked to
increase security measures for their
pesticide gpplication equipment and
stored product.

Pedticide security and safe storage are
closdly related and an important part of
the farmer’ s operation. The suggestions presented in thislesson are to help
deter theft and vandaism, aswell as protect farmers and their families.

The SARA Title 11, dso known as the Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know, is afederd law that was enacted in 1986. The law man-
dates a community right to know program that will give locd officids and
citizens information about hazardous chemicas in their communities.

Under SARA Title I11, farmers must report stored chemicalsthat are on alist
of extremey hazardous substances if the amount stored is above the thresh-
old planning quantity. They dso must report saillsif they are above the
reportable quantity. A fact sheet is available with the websites and phone
numbers for the SARA Title I11 requirements.
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M ethod:

1. Hand out the Storage Dilemma discussion sheet.
Y ou can ether divide the room into smal groupsto
work through the questions, or give everyone about
five to saven minutes to answer the questions
themsalves. Give groups about 10 minutes to work
through the questions, then bring the group back
together.

2. Have adiscussion about the two storage units
pictured. Suggested answers are in the box on the
right. But, be prepared for individuasto find other
concerns or suggestions for the storage units. Work
through the questions one a atime. Y ou may need
to prompt some of the answersif the group is not
very interactive. If time permits, you could have a
scribe take notes on aflip chart of the answersto
the four questions.

3. Show thedidesof Pesticide Security and Stor-
age. During the dide show, there will be opportuni-
tiesto refer back to some of the answers from the
Sorage Dilemma discussion sheet. Try to include
answers from some of the groups and individuas
that apply to the dides.

4. Hand out copies of the Pesticide Security and
Sorage Checklist. If time permits, taketimeto re-
emphasize the points from the Sorage Dilemma
that are on the checklist.

5. Bvdudion.

Additional idea: Set up asmal, mock storage area
using props (using paper, farm toys, etc.) inthe
middle of the room. Have participants walk over to
the area and analyze the storage area, indicating
what’ s right or wrong about the setup. Discuss their

Suggested Answers
for the Storage Dilemma

. What security and safety concernsdo

you seewith Storage A?

* Not aseparate storage area

* Noway to lock the pesticides

» Could be accessed by children, pets and
other animds

» If pesticides spilled, the lumber would be
contaminated.

* Pedticides could easly become wet

» Eadly accessed by vandals

. How could you improve the security of

Storage B?

* Providelighting near the unit
» Pogtion the unit o it could not be easily
loaded or moved

. Wheredse could thieves or vandals

access pesticides on a farm?

* Unlocked storage areas

* Full sorayersietinthefidd

*  Application equipment with the keysleft
intheignition

e Mini-bulk temporary storage that is not
secured

o Patidly filled sprayersleft on amixing/

loading pad
+ Ddiveries made when no oneis home

observations and ideas for improving the security and safety of the storage area. This provides a good
breek for participantsif they have been stting for along time and need a chance to move around. It dso
provides an opportunity for informa interaction among the participants.
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