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Ohio State University Extension

Pesticide Education Program

Locked, Dry and Safe
Evaluating Pesticide Security and Storage Safety

Interactive Lesson #3

Audience: Private Applicators

Category: Core

Duration: 30 minutes to 1 hour

Teaching Aids/Materials:
• Slides on pesticide security

and storage safety
• Discussion Sheet
• Checklist for Pesticide Storage

and Security
Slides available on the Pesticide
Education Program website at:
http://pested.osu.edu on the
agent information page

Handouts:
• Discussion Sheet
• Checklist for Pesticide Storage

and Security

Take Home References:
• Farm*A*Syst Pesticide

Storage Worksheet

Other Resources:
• Ohio State University Extension

Factsheet AEX-522
On-Farm Agrichemical Mixing/
Loading Pad  available at:
http://ohioline.osu.edu/
aex-fact/0522.html

• Kansas State University Fact
Sheet
Pesticide Storage Facility
http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/
library/AGENG2/AF169.PDF

• University of Delaware
Interactive lesson: “How safe is
your pesticide storage facility?”
at http://www.udel.edu/
pesticide/al.htm

Topic:
Evaluation of methods to improve pesticide security on the farm. Focus on
simple steps farmers can implement to create more security for their opera-
tion.  Also explore the importance of safe pesticide storage on the farm.
Review components of safe storage.

Learning Objectives:
• Evaluate storage systems based on security and safety risks
• List steps to improve security for on-farm pesticide storage
• Define parameters for safe pesticide storage
• Recognize the farmer’s role in SARA Title III/Community Right to Know

Background:
After the events of September 11, 2001,
pesticide and chemical security became a
national priority.  Crop dusters, agricul-
ture dealers and farmers were asked to
increase security measures for their
pesticide application equipment and
stored product.

Pesticide security and safe storage are
closely related and an important part of
the farmer’s operation.  The suggestions presented in this lesson are to help
deter theft and vandalism, as well as protect farmers and their families.

The SARA Title III, also known as the Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know, is a federal law that was enacted in 1986.  The law man-
dates a community right to know program that will give local officials and
citizens information about hazardous chemicals in their communities.

Under SARA Title III, farmers must report stored chemicals that are on a list
of extremely hazardous substances if the amount stored is above the thresh-
old planning quantity.  They also must report spills if they are above the
reportable quantity.  A fact sheet is available with the websites and phone
numbers for the SARA Title III requirements.
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