
General Aquatic Pest
Control

April 2007 - Ohio Department of Agriculture - Pesticide Regulation - Certification &

Training



2

Category 3a

A Study Guide for Commerial Applicators

Aquatic Pest Control

Author
Diana Roll

C & T - Ohio Department of Agriculture

ODA Editors
Betty Whiting

Word Processing Specialist

Stephanie Boyd
Word Processing Specialist

Kelly Boubary
Executive Secretary

William Pound PhD
Pesticide & Fertilizer Regulation Program Manager

OSU Reviewers
William E. Lynch, Jr.

Program Specialist - Aquatic Ecosystem Management
Ohio State University Extension



3

Preface
This manual was developed to help the
person or persons applying for an Aquatic
Pest Control license to pass the exam. This
manual is the collaboration of a number of
universities, private companies and
associations. The Ohio Department of
Agriculture is mandated by the Governor of
the State of Ohio and the Ohio
Administrative Code to test for the
competency of the Ohio licensed pesticide
applicators. This is achieved by
examinations given to each person who
wishes to become a licensed Private
applicator (using Restricted-use chemicals
on their own property) or Commercial
applicator (applying pesticides general-use
or restricted-use on another’s property).
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CHAPTER 1
Laws and Regulations

Learning Objectives
You should learn:

• What federal and state laws govern aquatic pest control?
• Definition of category
• The State Plan for Ohio
• Standards of competency
• Pesticide license information

STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS
The Core training manual discusses federal laws. The Supplemental Core Study Guide discusses
the state laws that govern the handling and use of pesticides. Review these two publications to
understand how laws and regulations affect pesticide practices and uses. These laws include
federal laws such as the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), the
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), the Endangered Species Act, and the Federal
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Pesticide applicators should keep up-to-date copies of the laws and
review their contents periodically. Copies of these laws can be obtained from the Ohio
Department of Agriculture.

FEDERAL LAWS FIFRA
This is the basic federal law administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that
regulates pesticides (their use, handling, storage, transportation, sale, disposal, etc.) The Ohio
Department of Agriculture (ODA) has a cooperative agreement with the EPA to enforce some
provisions of FIFRA in Ohio. Some of the provisions of FIFRA are that the EPA must register all
pesticides before they can be sold or used. The pesticides must be classified as either “general
use” or “restricted use.” General-use pesticides are those that can be purchased without
restriction. Restricted-use pesticides are those that can be used only by or under the direct
supervision of a certified applicator. FIFRA also stipulates that persons who misuse pesticides (in
a way that is “inconsistent with the pesticide labeling”) are subject to penalties.

OSHA
The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) administers OSHA. OSHA governs the record-keeping and
reporting requirements of all work-related deaths, injuries, and illnesses of businesses with 10 or
more workers.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
This act requires the U.S. EPA to ensure that endangered or threatened plant and animal species
are protected from pesticides. This requires each pesticide label to limit its use in areas where
these species could be harmed. Category 3a applicators must consider the possibility that the
pesticides they apply may affect endangered or threatened species. The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR) Wildlife and Fisheries Management divisions maintain the federal
and state endangered or threatened species lists. Ohio applicators that want to be sure they are
complying with the act must take the initiative and consult with the ODNR to be sure that there
are not endangered or threatened species in their area. One of the goals of pest management is to
protect off-target plants and animals from pesticides, whether they are endangered or not.



5

THE OHIO PESTICIDE LAW
The Ohio Pesticide Law is the law that governs the pesticide applications in the State of Ohio.
The Ohio Department of Agriculture is the state agency that regulates these laws and the pesticide
applicators that are licensed by the state. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the
Ohio Department of Agriculture, Pesticide Regulation Section at 614-728-6987.

DEFINITION OF CATEGORY
The definition for General Aquatic Pest Control as stated in the law is as follows: Category 3 is
“Aquatic Pest Control” which means the application of pesticides to standing or running water,
for the control of undesirable vegetation or animals, but does not include uses covered by
commercial pesticide-use category 10(D), as defined in paragraph (N) of this rule.

The subcategory “a “ - General Aquatic Pest Control means the application of pesticides to
standing or running water, other than swimming pools, for the control of aquatic pests.

THE STATE PLAN FOR OHIO
The State Lead Agency
The state lead agency for the plan is the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA). The Governor
assigned the responsibility of the plan to the Division of Plant Industry on March 12, 1973.

The Training Establishment
An agreement with ODA, USEPA and OSUE was made for training of pesticide applicators.
Ohio State University Extension (OSUE) does certification and recertification training of private
pesticide applicators. OSU Pesticide Applicator Training and Industry does commercial
recertification training for commercial pesticide applicators.

The State Plan Document
The plan is the document by which the Ohio Department of Agriculture, Pesticide Regulation
Section and The Ohio State University share the responsibilities for the certification and training
of the Ohio pesticide commercial and private applicators. The Ohio Department of Agriculture is
responsible for the testing and licensing of the pesticide applicators. The Ohio State University
Extension is responsible for the continuing education credits for those applicators that wish to
recertify and not retest.

The plan sets forth the standards by which the Ohio Department of Agriculture and the Ohio State
University Extension develop study materials, pesticide exams, and pesticide training. These
standards are called, “Standards of Competency.”

Standards of Competency
Commercial applicators are required to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the
handling and use of pesticides by means of written, closed book examinations; based on the
standards of competency set forth in the Federal Code of Regulation (CFR) 171.4. Standards are
set forth for the Core exam and for all the categories. The additional “Standards of Supervision”
of non-certified applicators must be met, such as availability related to the hazard of the situation.
Also needed are instruction and guidance when presence of a supervisor is not required.
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License fees cannot be transferred from one company to another. When a first time applicant
submits the application and fee, study material will be sent to assist in preparation for the
examinations. Categories are listed on the application.

Exams
Examination requirements are: the General Core examination which covers the laws, regulations,
safety disposal and related topics, and an examination for each category in which you need to be
certified and licensed. The categorical examinations are specific to what area you will be
applying the insecticide, herbicide, fungicide, etc. All examinations consist of multiple choice,
photo identification and true/false questions. The exams are not open book exams.

Exam results are mailed two-three weeks after the test date; they are not given over the phone. If
you fail the exams, you must wait at least five days to retest. If you need to retest, there is no
additional fee required. Exams are ONLY VALID FOR ONE YEAR from the day you pass the
exam. If you do not meet the other qualifications for a license to be issued within the year, the
exams will expire and you will need to retest. There are several Pesticide Applicator New Schools
for new applicants conducted by the Ohio Pesticide Applicator Training Section for The Ohio
State University Extension. These classes are held throughout the year. Their web site is
http://pested.osu.edu. This site also offers the licensing information: test sites, recertification sites
and study material.

Please call the Pesticide Regulation Section at (614) 728-6987 or 1-800-282-1955 to schedule
your appointment to take the exams or register online at www.ohioagriculture.gov.

The application is only valid for the licensing year in which you have applied (The year is listed
on the application.) If you do not meet requirements within the year that you have applied, then a
new application and fee will be required, and no refund is given. The Ohio Department of
Agriculture website is: www.ohioagriculture.gov - Look under “Pesticides and Fertilizer
Regulation.”

Commercial Renewal and Recertification Information
Once you have passed the applicable exams for the license and a license has been issued, you are
certified for three years. The license MUST be renewed continuously every year in order to keep
the three-year certification valid. You need to renew the license every year (at the end of
September), which consists of submitting a renewal application and fee. You need to recertify
every three years (the recertification due date is printed on your license) by retesting or attending
recertification programs. Your recertification is based on the first year you obtained your license,
which is based on the license year you passed exams and met all other requirements. Once you
have been issued a license, you may begin obtaining your recertification credits at any time
during the three-year recertification cycle. You must obtain the following requirements for
recertification: TOTAL MINIMUM OF FIVE HOURS OF TRAINING CONSISTING OF 1
HOUR OF CORE TRAINING AND 1/2 HOUR IN EACH CATEGORY YOU ARE
LICENSED - HOWEVER, IT MUST BE A TOTAL MINIMUM OF FIVE HOURS. If you
have met your category requirements, you must still make sure you meet the time requirement by
attending approved classes whether they are in your licensed category or not.

If you do not meet the recertification requirements of 1-hour minimum in Core, and at least 1/2
hour in your licensed category or categories with a total minimum time of 5-hours before the
recertification expiration date listed on your license, then you must retest to maintain a license.
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CHAPTER 2

The Ohio EPA Aquatic Notification

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION FACT SHEET

School of Natural Resources
2021 Coffey Road, Columbus, Ohio 43210-1085

Notifying the Ohio EPA Prior to Applying
Aquatic
Herbicides in Ponds
A-13-04

William E. Lynch Jr.
ExtensionAssociate,AquaticEcosystemManagement
Chemicalcontrol (herbicide) isacommonlyusedmethodtocontrolalgae,submergedplants,aswell asemergent
plants.Whatmaynotbecommonlyknownis thatwheneveranherbicide isapplied tosome Ohiosurfacewaters,
notificationto theDirector (orhisdesignee)of theOhioEnvironmentalProtectionAgency(OhioEPA)mayneedto
bedoneprior toapplication.Thepurposeof this fact sheet is toprovideabetterunderstandingofwhatsituations
requirenotificationtotheOhioEPAandtoprovideguidelinesandanexampleforsubmittinganotificationform.
Pleasenote that theexampleformisnot anofficial formof theOhioEPA.

Who Needs to Submit an Application?
OEPAstatute3745-1-01(E)(1)states that“Wheneverchemicalsareappliedforcontrolofaquaticplantsor
animals,noticemustbegivento theDirectorofOhioEPAbeforechemicalsareapplied.TheDirector,upon
receivingsuchnotice,mayorder that chemicalsnotbeapplied ifhe/sheconcludes that theproposedapplication
wouldposeanunreasonabledanger tohumanoraquatic life.”Theapplicationofpesticidesregisteredunder the
Federal Insecticide,Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act are permitted without notification to the
Directorwhen:

Thepesticide isappliedconsistentwith label instructions,and:
i. The application is to a pond with a surface area equal to or less than five acres; and
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ii. The application is not within one mile upstream of a public water supply intake or within
one mile of a reservoir public water supply intake; and

iii. Theapplicationisnot toanywetland;borrowpit,quarry,orwaterbodyusedforpublicswimming.

Thus, theonlyaquaticherbicideapplicationsexempt fromthenotificationprocessareponds less thanfiveacres,
providedtheyarenotwithinonemileupstreamofapublicwatersupplyintakes,arenotborrowpitsorquarries,and
wherenopublicswimmingoccurs. It is important tonote that individualsapplyingherbicides tostreamorriverbanks
andtownshiporcountymaintaineddrainageditchesmustcontinue tonotify theOhioEPA.Theyarenotexempted
fromthisstatuteas itonlyapplies toponds.

Somepondownersmaynotbecomfortablewithapplyingherbicides to theirponds themselvesanddecide to
commerciallycontract theapplication.Thecommercialapplicatorshouldfile thenotificationformwith theOhio
EPA.Remember,chooseacommercialapplicator that is licensedbyhavinggonethroughthepesticideapplication
certificationprogramofferedbytheOhioDepartmentofAgriculture.

Where is the Notification Sent?
In most instances,your formwillbesent toOhioEPA,WaterQualityPlanningandAssessment,Lazarus
GovernmentCenter,P.O.Box1049,Columbus,Ohio43216-1049.Theexceptionsare if theplannedtreatmentmay
affectpublicdrinkingwatersupplies (i.e, herbicidewill beapplieddirectlytowatersusedforpublicwater supplies,
within1mileofariver/streampublicwater supplyintake,or alongtheshoreofapublicdrinkingwater supply
reservoir). If theseapply, theapplicatorwill needtorequest theform“ApplicationforApprovalofPesticideMaterials
forUse inorNearaPotable Water System” from the Ohio EPA’s Division of Public Drinking
Water. Provide the requested information andreturn to theDivisionofPublicDrinkingWater.

When to Apply
Becausedevelopingtheformandhavingit reviewedtakes time, it isadvisable that the applicatorsconsider their
needswell inadvanceandsubmit theformsometimebeforeMay1stof eachyear. Inpondswithannualvegetation
problems, theowner (orapplicator)caneasilyanticipate theplantcontrolneeds,submit thenotificationearly,and
therebybeready to apply at the proper time. Remember, noting the Ohio EPA does not
obligate you to apply herbicides. If forsomereasonnoherbicideapplicationisneeded,simplydonot
applytheproduct.

It isnotunusual forapondor lake thathashadnoprior aquaticplantproblemtosuddenlydevelopanexcessive
plantassemblage thatmayrequirechemicalcontrolfor thefirst time. In this instance, it is recommendedthat an
herbicideapplicationnotificationformbesubmittedas soonaspossible.Theapplicatorshouldwait severalweeks
togive theOhioEPAtime toreviewandcontactyouif needbe.

Pre-Application Considerations
Prior tosubmittinganherbicidenotificationform, it iswise toeducateoneselfonaquaticvegetationcontrol. Items to
beconsideredarewhatplant(s)needtobecontrolled,what thewaterusesof thepondor lakeare,what theeffective
applicationrateis,andwhenwill theapplicationbeperformed.TheOhioStateUniversity(OSU)Extensionprogram
has three fact sheets available that may be useful: Fact Sheet A-3-98 Controlling Filamentous
Algae inPonds, Fact SheetA-4-98ChemicalControlofAquaticWeeds, andFactSheetA-2-98Pond
Measurements. These are available from eachcountyextensionofficeaswellasdownloadableat
http://ohioline.osu.edu. OSU Extension conducts pond managementclinics throughoutOhioandcanbe
aneffectivevenuetogetanswers toquestionsaswellas learnofalternatives tochemicaluse.Another important
sourceof informationis the labels onthe labelsonthecontainersof thevariousaquaticherbicides legallyapproved
foruse.Avisit to the local storehandlingtheseproducts is timewell spent.Payspecialattentiontoall safety
recommendationsandusagerestrictionsassociatedwithproductbeingconsideredforuse.With thesematerials in
hand, theapplicatororpondownercandeveloptheherbicidenotificationform.
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What to Submit
The Ohio EPA currently does not have a standard form for notification of administering
pesticides to ponds. The following guidelines have been developed to assist the pond owner or
applicator in submitting a clear, effective notification form to the Ohio EPA. Also, the question is
frequently asked, “If I own multiple ponds requiring notification, do I need to submit multiple
notification forms?” The answer is yes because they are distinct bodies of water. However, feel
free to send them all in together as a packet.

A.TheCoverLetter

It is recommendedthatacover letteraccompanythenotification.Thepurposeof thecover letter is toassure the
OhioEPAthat (1)allproducts labeledsafetyrequirementsandwateruserestrictionswillbefollowedand(2)Ohio
EPA’spost-applicationpostingrequirementswillbefollowed.Thecover letteralsoprovidesareturnaddressande-
mailaddresswithwhichtheOhioEPAcancontact theapplicator ifneedbe. It isencouragedthatcommercial
applicators include their licensenumber in thecover letter.Anexamplecover letter isprovidedin Figure 1.

B. The Notification Form
Figure 2 is an example of a suggested notification form
Filled out with data from a fictitious pond


